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Abstract

This study investigated the implications of postmodernism for educational
research in four main sections: In the first section, this study explored the
meanings of modernity and modernization and discussed the relationship
between modernisms and postmodernism with a focus on whether
postmodernism is a “replacement” or an “extension” of modernism. In the
second, this study explored major discourses on postmodernism, including (1)
deconstruction: transcending the symbols, (2) fragmentation: waning of grand
narratives, (3) pluralism: valuing heterogeneous voices, and (4) technology: a
double-bladed knife for human societies. In the third, this study analyzed the
impact of postmodernism on educational research and its implications with
respect to metaphysics, epistemology, and methodology: (1) metaphysics: a
world where God is dead; (2) epistemology: the competitive academia, and (3)
methodology: the pluralistic framework. Finally, this study concluded that the
main implications of postmodernism for educational research, including subvert

and deconstruct educational metaphysics, epistemology, and methodology,
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develop different and appropriate research methods, use petit narratives or mini
theories rather than grand theories to construct the discourse, stress differences,

and attach importance to “different opinions”.

Keywords: modernity, modernization, postmodernism, educational

research
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