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Abstract

In the 1920s and 1930s, most of the western missionary boards in China,
influenced by the ideas of social gospel, initiated agricultural improvement
movements in North China. Raymond T. Moyer incidentally involved himself
with the movement and established the Agricultural Department of
Ming-Hsien Schools, which was located in the Mid-Shanxi Basin. The
practice of agricultural improvement by Moyer was mainly based on the
empirical survey of loess soils. He investigated the distribution, classification,
organic matter and physics of soils in Mid-Shanxi with the assistance of the
American Bureau of Chemistry and Soils, Cornell University and Oberlin
College. Agricultural practices such as the mechanics of tillage, programs of
fertilization, and the selections of crop species were introduced, based on the
findings of the soil surveys. Moyer’s agricultural improvement model, which
was based on these soil surveys, was more scientific and indigenous than
those of agricultural missionaries in North China. It not only combined
scientific positivism with social evangelism, but also compiled extensive data
on the soils of Mid-Shanxi, developed the status of Moyer himself as an
American agricultural specialist in China, helping him forge a career in
post-war construction in the Far East, and assisted Ming-Hsien Schools to
survive the political turmoil of post-war China and continue as an
agricultural institution in Mid-Shanxi after 1951.
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* Kenyon L. Butterfield, The Rural Mission of the Church in Eastern Asia: Report and
Recommendations. New York: International Missionary Council, p.35.

5 Paul A.Varg (1958). Missionaries, Chinese, and Diplomats: The American Protestant Missionary
Movement in China, 1890-1952. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, p.155,
pp.230-231.

¢ John R. Mott, “Forward,” in Kenyon L. Butterfield, The Rural Mission of the Church in Eastern Asia,

p-1.
7 Kenyon L. Butterfield, The Rural Mission of the Church in Eastern Asia, pp.9-10.
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® Kenyon L. Butterfield, The Rural Mission of the Church in Eastern Asia, pp.19-30.

10 Kenyon L. Butterfield, The Rural Mission of the Church in Eastern Asia, p.37. BI51& » ( PEAE
BT RN E (1907-1950)) » H 108 »

11 Kenyon L. Butterfield, The Rural Mission of the Church in Eastern Asia, p.39. 285 1& » ( FEREES
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14 Kenyon L. Butterfield, The Rural Mission of the Church in Eastern Asia, p.38.
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18 Raymond T. Moyer, Beyond Yesterday: America in a Changing World .United States: The author,
1995, p.36.
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19 Wynn C. Fairfield, Fairfield’s Detailed Notes for Writing History of Shansi First Fifty Years, p.124b,
OSMA Records, Administrative Records, General Files, Box 2, O.C.A..[HEEE » (= iZ;’EﬁiEE&

EIE—1920 FAEFE L E M h AL RIS ) - (RS - Bl 508 A\ SGR#E) »

3 HH > 07/2013 - EH 103-118

20 Committee of Reference and Council of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America,
Christian Education in China: A Study Made by an Educational Commission Representing the
Mission Boards and Societies Conducting in China .NY: Council of the Foreign Missions
Conference of North America, 1922, p.124, p.380.

21 Susan Fidelité Hinman, Ming Hsien, Memorial to Heroes of Three Nations: Oberlin Shansi
Memorial Association Fiftieth Anniversary.New York: New York, 1958, p. 51.

22 Raymond T. Moyer to William F. Bohn, Dec. 9, 1924, OSMA Records, Correspondence, Moyer,
Raymond T., Box 10, O.C.A..

23 Moyer to Bohn, Feb. 21, 1925, OSMA Records, Correspondence, Moyer, Raymond T., Box 10,
O.CA..
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24 Moyer to Bohn, Sep. 22, 1925, OSMA Records, Correspondence, Moyer, Raymond T., Box 10,
O.CA..

25 Moyer to Bohn, March 1, 1926, OSMA Records, Administrative Records Folders, Correspondence,
Moyer, Raymond T., 1921-1923, 1924-1927, Box10, O.C.A..

26. OSMA Minutes, Administrative Records, Executive Committee of [the] Board of Trustees, March 4,
1927, Box2, O.C.A..

27 Raymond T. Moyer, “Report of Agricultural Department, September 1928-February 1929, February
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15,1929, ” OSMA Records, Administrative Records, Agricultural Department Reports, 1928-1943,
Box2, O.C.A..

28 Wynn C. Fairfield, Fairfield’s Detailed Notes for Writing History of Shansi First Fifty Years, p.124b,
OSMA Records, Administrative Records, General Files, Box2, O.C.A..

2 Moyer to Bohn, Feb. 27, 1928, “Recent Ideas Regarding the Agricultural Division of the Shansi
work,” in Fairfield’s Detailed Notes for Writing History of Shansi First Fifty Years, p.113k, OSMA
Records, Administrative Records, General Files, Box2, O.C.A..
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36 Raymond T. Moyer, “Report of Agricultural Department, September 1928-February 1929,
February 15,1929, ” OSMA Records, Administrative Records, Agricultural Department Reports,
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37 Raymond T. Moyer, “An Agricultural Program in the Oberlin Shansi Memorial Schools,” in The
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Chinese Recorder, Vol. 61(February 1930), pp.350-356, OSMA Records, Administrative Records,
Agricultural Department Reports, 1928-1943, Box2, O.C.A..
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4 Raymond T. Moyer, “Report of Agricultural Department, September 1928-February 1929, February
15,1929, "OSMA Records, Administrative Records, Agricultural Department Reports, 1928-1943,
Box2, O.C.A..

4 Raymond T. Moyer “Report of Agricultural Department for the Year 1933, Jan. 9, 1934,” OSMA
Records, Administrative Records, Agricultural Department Reports, 1928-1943, Box2, O.C.A..

46 Raymond T. Moyer, “Agricultural Soils in A Loess Region of North China Agricultural Report,”
National Geography: Survey of China Soil Bulletin, No.10,1935, pp.15-16. Raymond T. Moyer,
“Geographic Distribution of the Important Soils of China, ” Bulletin Society of China, Vol.44(1936),
pp.119-160.

4 TSEKEREAYE W. H. Mallory fy—#5 2% » B W. H. Mallory ,“China: Land of Famine, ”
American Geographic Society , Special Publication , No. 6(1926), pp.38-42.
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4 Raymond T. Moyer, “Agricultural Soils in A Loess Region of North China,” National Geography:
Survey of China Soil Bulletin, No.10(1935), pp.15-16. Raymond T. Moyer, Reprinted from The
Geographical Review, Vol. XXVI, No.3 (July, 1936), pp.412-425.

49 Raymond T. Moyer, “Report of Agricultural Department, December 1938,” OSMA Records,
Administrative Records, Agricultural Department Reports, 1928-1943, Box2, O.C.A..

50 Raymond T. Moyer, “Agricultural Practices in Semi-Arid North China,” The Scientific Monthly, Vol.
55, No. 4 (Oct., 1942), pp. 301-316, Published by American Association for the Advancement of
Science.
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Loess Region of North China,” The Geographical Review ,26 (July, 1936), pp.414-425. «.” Journal
of the American Society of Agronomy, 33 (November, 1941), pp.980-992. “Agricultural Practices in
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Improvement Program at Taiku, Shansi,” c. 1930s, §i O.C.A.. “The War and Post-War in Shansi
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