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The Iceberg Adventure of Wang Dingjun’s
“A Thousand Hands Catching Butterflies”

Shin Lin*

Abstract

Wang Dingjun claims to be a "survivor of blood, fire and light, and a
survivor in the snow and ice". His works are constructed on multiple levels,
showing an interpretation of life experience and embodying care for the real
world. His work "A Thousand Hands Catching Butterflies" was written when
he was seventy-four years old, and is ostensibly similar to "Open Life", "We
Modern People", and "Life Touchstone". In fact, his writing style in this book
has changed, and is significantly different from those earlier works. The
author employs the "iceberg theory", no longer revealing all thoughts and
feelings explicitly in the text, but concealing seven-eighths of the surface
meaning under the “water”. Like the “short text with a long taste” style of
Zen verse, readers are left to reflect on the words over and again.

This article uses "A Thousand Hands Catching Butterflies” as the
research text to analyze how Wang Dingjun incorporates fables, myths, and
history into his prose works, and explore how he uses the techniques of
Hemingway's "iceberg theory" to enable him and his readers, through this
book, to engage in “collisions” of different fields. I hope to clarify how Wang
Dingjun's focus on life and reality creates a brand new aesthetic view.
Further, I hope to challenge with readers this “iceberg adventure”, which is
deliberately constructed by the author in "A Thousand Hands Catching a
Butterfly".

Keywords: Wang Dingjun, A Thousand Hands Catching Butterflies, iceberg
theory

*Shin Lin, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University
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