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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to understand students’ views of and experiences
with playing games in an ESP class (Tourist Interpretation English). This study will
examine the perceived benefits of the playing games for students’ English learning
and interpretation skills. Then, we will look at the challenges students encounter and
how they can be helped to overcome them. In other words, this study is an attempt to
help teachers and students become better aware of both the benefits and problems
involved using games and to provide some insights into how to improve the
effectiveness of English teaching and learning.

The research questions are as follows: 1. What are students’ views and
experiences of using games in an ESP class? 2. What are the perceived benefits of
playing games for students’ English learning? 3. Which types of games do students
prefer? 4.What challenges do students encounter, and how can they be helped to
overcome them?

The research was conducted in a qualitative and quantitative manner. The results
of the study show that students say that they like to play games, enjoy and actively
participate in the game and can focus on thinking. Students think that board games
can increase learning motivation and interest, help them overcome anxiety, increase
interaction, build confidence, and increase interaction with other students. In terms
of English proficiency, students believe that the use of games can help to increase the
overall English ability, listening, speaking, reading, word comprehension, vocabulary
retention, and sentence patterns, etc. Playing games also allow them to use English
unconsciously. In terms of professional interpretation knowledge, most students also
believe that games can also increase their understanding of Taiwan.
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