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Abstract

This study investigated factors influencing the development of prosocial
behavior in young children, including gender, age, parental reactions to
negative emotions, and temperament. A total of 365 children, aged 4 to 6
years old and enrolled in public kindergartens in Kaohsiung City, Taiwan,
were the subjects. Three research tools were used. The Coping with
Children’s Negative Emotions Scale (CCNES) and Temperament Assessment
Battery for Children (TABC) were administered to parents, and the Young
Children’s Prosocial Behavior Scale (Teacher 5 Version) were completed by
teachers. The principal findings were as follows: 1. Childrens prosocial
behaviors vary depending on age and gender, in that the number of prosocial
behaviors for girls is significantly higher than that for boys, and the number
of prosocial behaviors for kindergartners is significantly higher than that for
preschoolers. 2. There is no significant difference between parental reactions
to young children’s negative emotions and prosocial behaviors. 3. Children's
sharing and helping behaviors vary significantly according to their
temperament types. Socializer-types may exhibit more sharing behaviors than
withdrawal-types. 4. Young children's temperament is significantly correlated
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with some types of prosocial behaviors. Based on the findings of this study,
suggestions for developing prosocial behaviors in young children are
provided for researchers and educators.

Keywords: Parental reactions to children’s negative emotions, prosocial
behavior, temperament
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