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Abstract

“Tian Yu Hua™ is a very popular novel from the Qing Dynasty, which at
the time was as famous as "The Dream of the Red Chamber" and "Nine Kinds
of Tibetan Drama.” *““Tian Yu Hua” is a combination of historical drama and
love story. Besides referring to everyday family life and female life, the novel
also depicts three major events in the Ming dynasty: “A crazy man who tried
to beat a prince with a stick”, “The emperor who was murdered by two red
pills” and “The emperor’s lover who was forced to move out from the
palace™. Recently, scholars researching “Tian Yu Hua” have focused mainly
on the relationship between the father and the daughter, and the concept of
family. In contrast, this paper analyzes the political issues contained within
the novel. Because the events in the narrative are consistent with historical
facts, we can observe views of political affairs at that time. This paper offers
explanations on the following three points: the eradication of the treacherous
Dong-Lin Zhongjun thought, the recognition of martyrdom for loyalty, and
the belittling of civil disturbances. In addition, the historical context of the
female tales in “Tian Yu Hua” is also presented.
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