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Environmental Perception from the Perspective of the
“Life-World”—A Case Study in the Mudstone Area of
Kaohsiung
Jiu-Mei Han™  Lien-Shang Wu™*

Abstract

“Life-world” is the theme of Husserl’s phenomenology in his later period. The
life-world is the world around which people experience specifically. In the true
dimension of the life-world, its nature of structure is not deemed an objective entity to
be , but a“horizon”of understanding all things. Thus, people actually have different
contemplation and perception of the world even though they live in an identical world.
The life-world is the original place where humans perceive and act meaningfully. How
people live connotes how they perceive. In view of this, this study attempts to discuss
the farmers’ environmental perception of the life-world in the mudstone area of
Kaohsiung based on Husserl’s phenomenological theory and methodology. The results
show that the farmers’life-world in the barren mudstone area is lack of opportunity and
bureaucratic support and situated in an unfavorable environment. In the physical world,
the natrural resources provide little opportunities and many constraints; in the
adaptive world, the farmers transform barren lands into farmlands by improving soils
and digging reservoirs. However, laws and regulations impose restrictions on the
utilization of mudstone area due the need of soil and water conservation. Accordingly,
these situations affect the ways how the residents perceive the land, water resources,
and perspective of the legal system.
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