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Improving Learning Motivation for a Dream of Red
Mansions by Combining a Game with a Test

Mei-Chuan Ma*

Abstract

This study was based on the achievements of 40 students who had taken
the course "Selections from Classical Literature"” at a university of science
and technology. Two methods of assessment - a traditional written test and a
collaborative team answering activity - were adopted after study of “A
Dream of Red Mansions". A questionnaire and results of several assessment
tasks were used to evaluate whether combining a game with a test could
improve the motivation and learning outcomes for most students. The results
showed that combining a game with a test was more likely to promote
students' expectations, stimulation, fulfilment and participation than the
traditional written test, and further improved students' learning outcomes. In
addition, the performance of students with a higher degree of learning
autonomy was slightly better in the combined game and test than that of
students with less autonomy. Accordingly, it is concluded that the design of
"combining a game with a test" is an assessment method that deserves the

attention of teachers.
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