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A Study of the Style of Landscape Paintings in the
Prosperous Tang Dynasty based on the Evolution of
Landscape Painting

Shen-Yang Lu”

Abstract

Authentic works of landscape scroll painting from the prosperous Tang
Dynasty can no longer be found. As a result, knowledge of the style of
landscape painting from this period is blurred and indistinct. However,
developments in archaeology over the last thirty to forty years have enabled
us to analyze and induce images of landscapes found in Tang Dynasty tomb
murals and Dunhuang grotto murals, which have been verified through
chronological records, and compare them with literature on the history of
painting, allowing an outline of the painting style in the prosperous Tang
Dynasty to be derived. Researchers can further infer the characteristics of the
works of famous painters such as Wu Daozi and Wang Wei, rendering
exploration of the painting style of the prosperous Tang Dynasty even more
significant. As for how to explore the painting style in this period, “The
Evolution of Landscape Painting” by Chang Yan-Yuan is an appropriate
starting point. From this perspective, and from study of the literature on the
history of Tang Dynasty paintings, Tang Dynasty tomb murals, and
Dunhuang grotto murals, it can be found that during the prosperous Tang
Dynasty, lines, brush strokes, spatial composition, and shading with water
and ink had matured, along with the patterns and techniques used in subjects
of landscape paintings, including mountains, water, trees, and stone. If these
landscape paintings can be organically integrated, a profile of the painting
style in the prosperous Tang Dynasty will be revealed.

Keywords: evolution of landscape, painting style of the prosperous Tang Dynasty,
literature on the history of painting, Tang Dynasty tomb murals,
Dunhuang grottos
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